Questions on Copyright Practice

The questions in this section were submitted by publishers, authors, and agents
as those most frequently arising and most vexing in regard to copyright Duplicates
were of course eliminated, but similar questions were included if the variation
suggested a further complication. The author wishes to thank the many people
whose co-operation made the section possible.

AD INTERIM COPYRIGHT

Who is the proprietor of a book being registered for ad interim
copyright? (a) The author? (b) The English publisher? (c) The
American publisher?

Conceivably it might be any one of the three. If the author retains
the copyright, (a). If the English publisher owns the copyright and
has not yet arranged for American publication but wants to protect
his book, (b). If tike copyright has been assigned (by contract or
agreement) to the American publisher, (c).

How does the President's proclamation waiving the time limit on
ad interim copyrights affect the duration of the copyright of the
American edition?

It does not. The copyright starts with first publication. The Ameri-
can edition may be published three or four years after first publica-
tion in England, but the copyright term starts with the English publi-
cation.

What is the significance of the presidential proclamation of 10
March 1944?

The effect of the President's proclamation was to waive the time
limits in regard to both ad interim copyright and the publication of
the American edition of books by British nationals and citizens of
Palestine first published abroad. In other words, the 60-day limit for
ad interim registration and the 4-month limit for manufacture were
waived for the duration of the war and until a second proclamation.
Applications for renewals of copyrights owned by British authors may
be made any time after the beginning of the renewal year; that is,
the requirement of making the application before the end of the 28th
year was also waived.
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